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41 civil society organizations oppose
northwest coast oil pipeline and tankers

Wednesday, November 26, 2025

Toronto / Traditional territories of the Mississaugas of the
Credit, the Anishinaabeg, the Haudenosaunee, and the
Wendat

Statement from 41 Civil Society Organizations Opposing a
Northwest Coast Oil Pipeline and Tanker Project

Joint declaration by civil society organizations working to
secure a safe climate system, protect marine and freshwater
and uphold Indigenous rights and sovereignty

We stand with Coastal First Nations who oppose a
northwest coast crude oil pipeline and tankers project. The
north Pacific coastal ecosystem is globally significant and a
major economic driver in the region. The waters oil tankers
would navigate are treacherous and the consequences of a
catastrophic oil spill are unacceptable. The Oil Tanker
Moratorium Act is the result of decades of work by
Indigenous and non-Indigenous communities to protect the
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marine environment and stands as a legal symbol of Crown-
Indigenous reconciliation.

It is not in the national interest to pursue a project that pits
province against province, runs roughshod over Indigenous
rights, and puts local economies and north Pacific coastal
and marine ecosystems at risk.

A north coast oil pipeline and tanker traffic would:

Risk devastating consequences to the economy, communities, fisheries
and wildlife of BC from a catastrophic oil spill

Make a mockery of Canada’s commitment to reconciliation

Put Canada’s climate and nature targets even further out of reach

Distract Canada from the energy transition and from investing in real
climate competitiveness

A pipeline makes no sense—there is no proponent, no
market, no plan, and no consent from impacted Nations.

A decade ago Canada tried a grand bargain with Alberta.
The government bought the Trans Mountain Expansion
Project in exchange for Alberta’s ineffective carbon pricing
system, which Premier Smith recently weakened. There is
no reason to believe a new grand bargain would turn out
any better.

We reject the notion that this represents a bargain in any
way.

« The Pathways CCUS project would not offset the emissions from
expanded production necessary to fill a new or expanded bitumen
pipeline.

« Strengthened industrial carbon pricing is necessary, but it would not
offset an increase in emissions from increased oil and gas production.
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« Taxpayers have paid $40 billion into the purchase and construction of
TMX. We do not accept more taxpayer subsidies for oil and gas facilities
or for carbon capture.

This isn’t nation-building—it’s nation betraying: A betrayal
of our children’s future, a betrayal of Indigenous Peoples,
and a betrayal of Canadians who overwhelmingly continue
to support climate action.

Canadians want clean energy, affordable housing, and clean
transportation. Not another pipeline.

Calgary Climate Hub, Canada’s Cleanso, Canadian
Association Of Physicians For The Environment, Canadian
Environmental Law Association, Canadian Voice Of Women
For Peace, Change Course, Climate Action Network
Canada, Climate Action Partnership, Climate Emergency
Unit, Climatefast, Climate Justice Saskatoon, Coalition For
Responsible Energy Development In New Brunswick (Cred-
Nb), Decolonial Solidarity, East Coast Environmental Law,
Ecology Action Centre, Ecojustice, Environmental Defence,
For Our Kids, For Our Kids Burnaby, Friends Of The Earth
Canada, Gasp (Grandmothers Act To Save The Planet),
Green 13, Greenpeace Canada, Leadnow, Ontario Clean Air
Alliance, Ontario Climate Emergency Campaign,
ReeGeneration, Sacred Earth, Seniors For Climate Action
Now!, Shift: Action, Sierra Club Canada, Stand.Earth, The
Climate Reality Project Canada, West Coast Climate Action
Network, West Coast Environmental Law Association, West
Kootenay Climate Club, Wilderness Committee, Windfall
Ecology Centre, Youth Climate Save Canada, Zero Waste BC
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For more information or to request an interview, please
contact:

Midhat Moini, Environmental Defence,
media@environmentaldefence.ca

Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment,
media@cape.ca

Climate Action Network Canada,
isabelmcmurray@climateactionnetwork.ca

Canada’s Cleanso, gpitchford@deltamanagement.com
Greenpeace Canada, laura.b.kenyon@gmail.com
Shift: Action, adamscott@shiftaction.ca

Seniors for Climate Action Now!,
coordinatingcommittee@seniorsforclimateactionnow.org

Sierra Club Canada, conorc@sierraclub.ca
Stand.earth, sven@stand.earth

West Coast Climate Action Network,
guy@westcoastclimateaction.ca

West Coast Environmental Law Association,
ajohnston@wcel.org

Climate and Energy

Tar Sands, Pipelines & Tankers

Climate Solutions
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